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UD's JOHN WESLEY WRIGHT 
TAKES GOLD IN SAVANNAH 
March 16, 2000 
Contact: Pamela Gregg 
gregg@udayton.edu 
DAYTON, Ohio- John Wesley Wright's e-mail to the music faculty at the University of 
Dayton March 10 was promising- "Just an update- competition going well, I'm in the finals! 
Only six of us left out of 38 and the town is on fire!" 
So, apparently, was Wright- a tenor and third year artist-in-residence at UD- who 
took top honors the following day at the American Traditions vocal competition held in 
conjunction with the Savannah Onstage International Arts Festival in Savannah, Ga. 
"I just WON this thing," Wright wrote enthusiastically in a last e-mail to UD late that 
Saturday night. "I'm in shock, but the proof is that I have a gold medal around my neck and a 
$10,000 check in my pocket." 
Wright's journey to the gold began in early January, when he and 37 other vocalists were j 
selected from a pool of 89 qualified entrants from across the country to perform live in the 
quarterfinal rounds of the ·seven-day competition. Contestants were required to perform one 
early 20th century song, followed by a mixed repertoire of their choosing from the American 
music categories of musical theater, blues, jazz, gospel and art songs. 
By the third day of competition, the field had been narrowed to 15 semi-finalists and, 
by the end of the fifth day, to just six finalists. William Warfield, Gershwin's most famous 
"Porgy," judged the final round competition along with legendary blues and jazz singer ddetta, 
eminent song stylist Margaret Whiting, noted songwriter and lyricist Sheldon Harnick and Alan 
Smith, vocal program coordinator for the Tanglewood Music Center in Massachusetts. 
Wright, 33 and a resident of Mount Orab, Ohio, impressed the audience and judges with 
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his finals program, which included a traditional arrangement of the spiritual"Over My Head," 
a rendition of "Bring Him Home" from Les Miserables, and musical settings of tffiee Langston 
Hughes poems. 
Back in Dayton several days later, Wright said he was still basking in the thrill of his 
win. 
"I'm overwhelmed, exhausted and elated, all at the same time," he said with a laugh. 
"This competition was a good marriage for me because my voice is very versatile, and the 
competition required not only that you perform a diverse program, but that you be successful in 
all vocal techniques as well." 
"It was also the best kind of competition because artistry mattered most," Wright 
added. "The judges looked at your total performance - the heart and soul you brought to your 
pieces, and not just how big and loud you sang." 
Aside from teaching at UD and competing and performing in the United States and 
abroad, Wright performs regularly with the Dayton Philharmonic Orchestra, the Dayton Bach 
Society and the Dayton Opera -where he performed as Arturo in its recent production of 
Lucia di Lammermoor. 
-30-
For media interviews, call John Wesley Wright at (937) 229-4971 or e-mail him at 
jwrightstuff_1999@yahoo.com. 
